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Lecture

The reforms in Central Asian agriculture  after 
the fall of Soviet state have not generated 
much desired grassroots movements and 
organizations which would enable collec-
tive  action within the new agrarian class of 
individual farmers. Water management has 
shifted attention to technical issues about 
ensuring irrigation water supply to the large 
number of water users and maintaining ir-
rigation infrastructure. Institutional factors 
have been pointed to have a crucial role in 
triggering cooperation among water users. 
This study looks at individual’s decisions to 
cooperate in water management in two con-
trasting environments of post-Soviet gov-
ernmentality, namely in irrigated areas of 
Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan. Based on in-
formation from a survey of cotton cultivating 
farmers and expert interviews in two Central 
Asian  provinces, Samarkand in Uzbekistan 
and Turkistan in Kazakhstan, the study ex-
amines how the mode of agricultural transi-
tion led to divergent forms of water re sources 
management. The field data show that 
self-reported irrigation cooperation has been 
lower in paternalistic and state-centered set-
tings of Uzbekistan. Moreover, farmers are 

more likely to cooperate if involvement in 
self-organized or induced forms of cooper-
ation, such as hashar, is self-initiated. Envi-
ronments entrusting farmers with more auto-
nomy, such as about voluntary contributions 
into public infrastructure, can stimulate their 
cooperation intentions. 
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